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& Y O U N G A D U LT

reports

About ONE House
SCC’s senior youth & young adult department (SYYA) is a
dynamic, relevant and quickly evolving department — just
like the demographic it serves. The department was formalized
in 2018, and Iki Taimi was hired as its director soon after.
Taimi has a passion for young adults, innovative and creative
ministry and social issues, especially issues that dismantle lives
the gospel is trying to reconcile with love.
Iki Taimi
Director

This department is deeply involved in discovering effective
agents (external and internal) for retention and recruitment, as
well as examining the decline of young adult presence — all
for the purpose of better connection and relationship-building
between the church body and young adults.
Methods of fostering such connection include creating and
maintaining mentoring relationships, hosting events, trainings
and socials and fostering spiritual engagements that will meet
the needs of three distinct audiences in this conference: (1)
disenfranchised young adults, (2) existing healthy young adults
and (3) potential young adults.
Finally, the method by which we can strengthen our SY
and YA demographics is training and empowering local
congregations and ministries, collaborating with conference
officers and, of course, connecting with actual SY and YA. All
our events, initiatives and projects will align with one of these
methodological strategies.

S O U T HE R N CA LIFOR NIA CO NFERENC E
CONS T I T U ENCY S E SSIO N 2 019

Senior Youth &
Young Adult Report

1House exists to encounter, engage &
empower senior youth & young adults in the
SCC to become lifelong followers of Jesus.

Radius Groups
In 2018, SYYA spearheaded the creation of 12 radius groups throughout the conference.
This means that the conference territory is divided purely by location into 12 clusters.
Each radius group will be composed of 10-15 churches.
Piloted in 2017 by SYYA leadership team member pastor Sarah Grover from Lancaster
church, this initiative flourished into a conference-wide initiative in 2018, targeting two
groups: the SYYA leaders and the pastors of all SCC churches.
This process deepens commitment of leaders together and combats the temptation for
churches to (1) be silos and (2) be regionally (as well as racially) segregated. This has an
enormous affect on young adults — this way, their daily lives do not segregate but instead
they can enjoy connectivity with various members of other races and genders.

GOALS
• To connect senior youth & young adults to each other & to Christ, regardless of region.
• To provide support for senior youth & young adult leaders by facilitating an
opportunity for them to connect with other leaders in their area on a quarterly basis.
• To have an updated list of senior youth & young adult leaders for the SCC ONE
House database.
• To have a more efficient way to communicate and distribute ONE House invitations
and resources directly to leaders and students.
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ONE House Worship Gathering

The microweb of the radius groups prepares all sectors of our conference for togetherness
on a larger scale. Our ONE House gathering is an annual worship gathering where
anyone is welcome to come and belong to our family.
Every year, the team works diligently to create this day that will have inspirational praise,
dynamic preaching and, most importantly, effective workshops. While everyone is invited
to come together, the event has a distinct young adult feel to its worship brand.
The workshops are the central focus of the gathering. There is always a plethora of
topics that ONE House offers as options for young adults and senior youth to engage
with. A few of them are dating, relationships, finances, human trafficking, immigration,
discipleship, spiritual mentorship, social media and Jesus, Growing Young Adventists,
ADRA, Amnesty International, difficult issues and the church, art and the gospel, urban
ministry, #metoo, women’s empowerment, intercultural identity, social justice and the
Bible and many, many more.
At our 2019 event, our speaker was Tim Golden, Ph.D., professor at Walla Walla
University. We partnered with La Sierra University and ended the day with Dynamic
Praise, a signature choir group from Oakwood University. In doing so, we give our SYYAs
the best our Adventist educational system has to offer. Each year, we intentionally have
representation from many of our Adventist universities.
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Leadership Summits
We hold three to four leadership summits a year, where we do training for all SYYA
leaders. In today’s world, it’s hard to find quality training and mentoring. So we work
hard to provide the most up-to-date information and innovative ministry methods to
help every church get in touch with resources they may not otherwise have. We don’t hold
back. Every issue is up for discussion and teaching in this summit because we want our
leaders and pastors to be as well prepared as they can be.
The day starts with a meal together (usually breakfast), then a small inductive worship
that helps leaders get ideas. The set-up is never extravagant so that leaders can find it
practical enough to replicate regardless of their size or budget. We then have an expert
from the field of whatever topic we are working through at the time there to help guide
the discussion. There is usually time for networking, growing and brainstorming. Of
course, at each summit we give out practical resources that will empower the leader to feel
confident about tackling the work before them.
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Service Projects
Each year, we seek to have a service project that young adults from around the conference
can be involved in. We are always seeking various ways to plug in and fire up our senior
youth and young adults. Last year, we offered a service project to Cambodia for two
weeks. This summer, we are offering a service project to Paradise, Calif., to help clean up
and put families’ homes back together. We have partnered with Share Him ministries to
recruit young people to go share the gospel as well.

Support & Resources
The ONE House department wants to empower
our conference young people. This year, we have
partnered with worthy projects and young adults
who are trying serve Christ. We have adopted the
Unite Project, led by pastor Timothy Yun, Glendale
Korean church. We give media tech support to
Crosswalk pop-ups. We support and advertise small
group studies and new church plants. We have also
assisted young professionals who are trying their
hand at ministry on public campuses. We want to be
a life source to our creative young minds. We want
them to know that their ideas matter. We want an
emergence of young people who will carry a mantle
of Jesus to the world that is grace oriented, socially
aware, community oriented and audaciously relevant.
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Conclusion
I wonder ... what amazing and powerful things could we do together? We don’t need to
just be one local church, or one region, or one cultural group. We are SoCal! “One Lord,
one faith and one baptism” (Ephesians 4:5). This is my vision and dream as the director,
a father, son and brother, a lifelong SoCal resident and a proud Adventist to see the
kingdom of God being lifted high by us together, with our senior youth and young adults
excited about and invested in the task.
So let us rally together to raise, mentor and empower the upcoming generations to love
Jesus, the world and the church deeply. Let us work with all our might to retain our
senior youth and our young adults. Let’s not give up reaching young people — drawing
them into an inexplicable relationship with Jesus. They need us to make room for their
questions, their doubts and their concerns in order for them to grow into invested and
interested members. They need us to give their voice value. They need us to remind them
that, through it all, we are still … ONE House!
Blessings,
Iki Taimi
Director, Senior Youth & Young Adults
Southern California Conference
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